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Media contact info – 

Alaska Travel Industry 
Association

www.travelalaska.com/media
(800) 327-9372

atiamedia@gci.net

National Park Service – 
Alaska Region

www.nps.gov/akso 
John Quinley

240 West 5th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501

(907) 644-3512
john_quinley@nps.gov 
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 Visitors peer into the treetops at one of the many species 
of birds in Alaska’s national parks.
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IF YOU GO

National Park Service – Alaska Region
240 West 5th Avenue, Room 114

Anchorage Alaska, 99501
907-644-3513

www.nps.gov/akso 

Alaska Conservation Foundation
441 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 402

Anchorage, AK 99501-2340
907-276-1917
www.akcf.org 

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW 

Washington, DC 20240
www.doi.gov 

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com

For general Alaska trip-planning 
information, please visit
 www.travelalaska.com. 



Regulations and Safety 11

A couple enjoys rafting on the Alsek River.



World Heritage Centre UNESCO
7, place de Fontenoy
75352 Paris 07 SP, France
33-1-45 68 15 71 
33-1-45 68 55 70 (fax)
http://whc.unesco.org 

Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve
PO Box 439
Copper Center, AK 99573-0439 
907-822-5234 (headquarters)
907-822-5238 (Slana Ranger Station) 
907-823-2205 (Chitina Ranger Station) 
907-784-3295 (Yakutat Ranger Station)
907-822-7216 (fax)
www.nps.gov/wrst 

Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve
P.O. Box 140
Gustavus, AK 99826-0140 
907-697-2230 (headquarters)
907-784-3295(Yakutat Ranger District) 
907-784-3370 (Alsek River hotline)
907-697-2654 (fax)
www.nps.gov/glba

Kluane National Park and Preserve
P.O. Box 5495
Haines Junction, Yukon
Canada
Y0B 1L0
867-634-7250
867-634-7208 (fax)
www.pc.gc.ca/pn-np/yt/kluane/index_e.asp 

Tatshenshini-Alsek Park
http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/
parkpgs/tatshen.htm 

Alaska Discovery Wilderness Adventures
5310 Glacier Highway
Juneau, AK 99801 
800-586-1911
907-780-6226
907-780-4220 (fax)
www.akdiscovery.com

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)
800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com

For general Alaska trip-planning information, 
please visit www.travelalaska.com. 

IF YOU GO
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The Wrangell Mountains are among the most rugged in Alaska.
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IF YOU GO

Kenai Fjords National Park
PO Box 1727

Seward, AK 99664 
907-224-2132 (recorded message)

907-224-7500 (headquarters) 
907-224-7505 (fax)
www.nps.gov/kefj  

Seward Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 79

Seward, AK 99664
907-224-5563

www.sewardak.org 

Yukon-Charley Rivers 
National Preserve

P.O. Box 167
Eagle, AK 99738 

907-547-2233 (Eagle Ranger Station)
907-457-5752(Fairbanks headquarters)

907-547-2247 (fax)
www.nps.gov/yuch 

Bering Land Bridge National Preserve
P.O. Box 220

Nome, AK 99762 
907-443-2522 (visitor information) 

907-442-3890 (headquarters)
907-443-6139 (fax)
www.nps.gov/bela 

Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park and Preserve

PO Box 439
Copper Center, AK 99573-0439 

907-822-5234 (headquarters)
907-822-7216 (fax)
www.nps.gov/wrst

Alaska Public Lands 
Information Center 

(four locations statewide):
www.nps.gov/aplic

Anchorage
605 W 4th Avenue Suite 105

Anchorage, AK 99501 
907-271-2737

Fairbanks
250 Cushman Street Suite 1A

Fairbanks, AK 99701 
907-456-0527

Tok
PO Box 359

Tok, AK 99780 
907-883-5667

Ketchikan
50 Main Street

Ketchikan, AK 99901 
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For general Alaska trip-planning information, please visit www.travelalaska.com. 
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 The beach ridges at Cape Krusentstern National Monument 
contain thousands of years of human history.



IF YOU GO

Cape Krusenstern National Monument
P.O. Box 1029

Kotzebue, AK 99752
907-442-3890 (headquarters)

907-442-3890 (visitor information)
907-442-8316 (fax)
www.nps.gov/cakr 

Katmai National Park and Preserve 
P.O. Box 7 

King Salmon, AK 99613 
907-246-3305 (visitor information)

907-246-2116 (fax)
www.nps.gov/katm 

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com
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 An Alaska Native visits a historic site where a traditional dwelling once stood.

This diagram 
shows how 
historic dwellings 
were originally 
constructed 
partially 
underground.



IF YOU GO

Ounalashka Corporation
P.O. Box 149 

400 Salmon Way
Unalaska, AK 99685 

907-581-1276 
www.ounalashka.com

National Park Service – Aleutian World 
War II National Historic Area

www.nps.gov/aleu

Unalaska/Port of Dutch Harbor 
Convention and Visitors Bureau

P.O. Box 545
Unalaska, Alaska 99685

907-581-2612
877-581-2612

www.unalaska.info

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com
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FACILITIES: 

Seward Information Center
Located on Seward’s small boat harbor

Open May 7 - May 26 
from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

May 27 - September 5 
from 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

September 6 - 12 
from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Exit Glacier Nature Center
Located nine miles down 

Exit Glacier Road 

Open Memorial Day Weekend 
to Labor Day 

from 9 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Kenai Fjords National Park
PO Box 1727

Seward, AK 99664 
907-224-2132 (recorded message)

907-224-7500 (headquarters) 
907-224-7505 (fax)
www.nps.gov/kefj  

Seward Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 79

Seward, AK 99664
907-224-5563

www.sewardak.org 

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com
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FACILITIES: 

Chitina Ranger Station
Located at mile 33 Edgerton 

Highway in Chitina

Open Memorial Day through 
Labor Day 

Slana Ranger Station
Located at mile .5 Nabesna Road 

in Slana

Open year-round, 
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. in summer, 

by appointment in winter 

Yakutat Ranger Station
Located on Mallott Avenue in Yakutat

Open year-round, 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., 

Monday - Friday 

Kennecott Visitor Center
Located in the Kennecott 

National Historic Site

Open Memorial Day to Labor Day, 
9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. daily

Wrangell-St. Elias Visitor Center
Located at mile 106.8 Richardson 

Highway

Open year-round, 
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., 
Monday - Friday

20



IF YOU GO

National Park Service – Alaska Region
240 West 5th Avenue, Room 114
Anchorage Alaska, 99501
907-644-3513
www.nps.gov/akso 

Alaska Conservation Foundation
441 West Fifth Avenue, Suite 402
Anchorage, AK 99501-2340
907-276-1917
www.akcf.org 

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240
www.doi.gov 

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)
800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com

For general Alaska trip-planning information, 
please visit www.travelalaska.com. 

 A ranger addresses a group of visitors to 
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve.
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IF YOU GO
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve

PO Box 439
Copper Center, AK 99573-0439 

907-822-5234 (headquarters)
907-822-5238 (Slana Ranger Station) 

907-823-2205 (Chitina Ranger Station) 
907-784-3295 (Yakutat Ranger Station)

907-822-7216 (fax)
www.nps.gov/wrst 

St. Elias Alpine Guides, LLC
PO Box 92129

Anchorage, AK 99509
907-554-4445 
888-933-5427

www.steliasguides.com 

Wrangell Mountain Air
#25 PO Box MXY

McCarthy, Alaska 99588
907-554-4411
800-478-1160

www.wrangellmountainair.com 

Greater Yakutat Chamber of Commerce
www.yakutatalaska.com

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com

For general Alaska trip-planning information, 
please visit www.travelalaska.com.

The historic Kennecott Mill remains a landmark in Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve
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FACILITIES: 

Visitor Information Station 
Located at the foot of the 

public-use dock in Bartlett Cove

Open in May 
from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

June - August 
from 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

September 
from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Glacier Bay Visitor Center
Located on the second fl oor 

of Glacier Bay Lodge in 
Bartlett Cove

Open daily from 
May 27 -  September 11 
from noon - 8:45 p.m. 

©Alaska Div. of Tourism
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IF YOU GO

Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve 
P.O. Box 140
Gustavus, AK 99826-0140 
907-697-2230 (headquarters)
907-784-3295(Yakutat Ranger District) 
907-697-2651 (after-hours emergency)
907-784-3370 (Alsek River hotline)
907-697-2627 (recreational boater 
information)
907-697-2654 (fax)
www.nps.gov/glba

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)
800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com

Gustavus Visitors Association
P.O. Box 167
Gustavus, AK 99826
www.gustavusak.com

An iceberg from a tidewater glacier fl oats in the tranquil waters of Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve.
    

Visitors to Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve enjoy views of the dramatic landscape
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IF YOU GO

Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve 
P.O. Box 140

Gustavus, AK 99826-0140 
907-697-2230 (headquarters)

907-784-3295(Yakutat Ranger District) 
907-697-2651 (after-hours emergency)

907-784-3370 (Alsek River hotline)
907-697-2627 (recreational boater 

information)
907-697-2654 (fax)
www.nps.gov/glba

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com

Gustavus Visitors Association
P.O. Box 167

Gustavus, AK 99826
www.gustavusak.com

For general Alaska trip-planning information, 
please visit www.travelalaska.com. 

 John Burroughs, right, John Muir, members of the 
Harriman Alaska Expedition in 1889.

John Muir aboard the steamer Cassiar, 1879.
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FACILITIES: 

Klondike Gold Rush National 
Historical Park Visitor Center

Located at Second and Broadway 
in downtown Skagway

Open May – September, 
8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

 An entertainer takes a break outside of the Red 
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IF YOU GO

Klondike Gold Rush
 National Historical Park

P. O. Box 517
Skagway, 99840 

907-983-2921 (headquarters)
907-983-2921 (visitor information)

907-983-9249 (fax)
www.nps.gov/klgo 

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com

Skagway Convention and 
Visitors Bureau
P.O. Box 1029

Skagway, Alaska 99840
907-983-2854

www.skagway.com  
Skagway Historic
District boundary

National Park Service-
owned historic structure

Privately or city-owned
historic structure

Non-historic
structure
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Map of the Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park

Part of the Klondike Gold Rush National 
Historical Park, the Mascot Saloon is home to 

a historic gold rush exhibit.

31



FACILITIES: 

Port Alsworth Visitor Center
Located at 1 Park Place 

in Port Alsworth

Open May – October, 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

November – April 
by appointment 
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IF YOU GO

Lake Clark National Park 
and Preserve
1 Park Place

Port Alsworth, AK 99653 
907-271-3751 (headquarters) 

907-781-2218 (visitor information)
907-781-2119 (fax)
www.nps.gov/lacl 

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com

Lake Clark off ers wonderful fi shing and wildlife viewing.

A hiker stops to enjoy the scenic view of Lake Clark
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An SCA crew poses for a photo in front of scenic Lake Clark
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IF YOU GO

Lake Clark National Park and Preserve
1 Park Place

Port Alsworth, AK 99653 
907-271-3751 (headquarters) 

907-781-2218 (visitor information)
907-781-2119 (fax)
www.nps.gov/lacl 

Student Conservation Association
689 River Road

Charlestown, New Hampshire 03603-0550
603-543-1700 

603-543-1828 (fax)
www.sca-inc.org 

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com

For general Alaska trip-planning information, 
please visit www.travelalaska.com.

There are no roads to Lake 
Clark and access is primarily 
by foot or air taxi

The SCA crew spends eight hours working, then heads back to 
camp to cook, clean and rest up

SCA crew members become fast friends over the 
30 day period that they live and work together.

Each year, 
crews have 
maintained 
and improved 
diff erent 
sections of 
the Tanalian 
Falls trail, the 
park’s only 
maintained 
trail.
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FACILITIES: 

Russian Bishop’s House
Located at 501 Lincoln Street 

in downtown Sitka

Open May – September, 
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

October – April 
by appointment 

Visitor Center/Southeast Alaska 
Indian Cultural Center

Located at the south end of 
Lincoln Street, approximately 

one-fourth mile from 
downtown Sitka.

Open year-round, 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
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IF YOU GO

Sitka National Historical Park
103 Monastery Street

Sitka, AK 99835 
907-747-0110 (visitor center)

907-747-5938 (fax)
www.nps.gov/sitk 

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

www.travelalaska.com

Sitka Convention and 
Visitors Bureau
P.O. Box 1226

Sitka, AK 99835
907-747-5940
www.sitka.org 

A restorationist works on a painting in the Russian Bishop’s House, 
which is part of Sitka National Historical Park.
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An artist carves a traditional totem pole
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IF YOU GO

Sitka National Historical Park
103 Monastery Street

Sitka, AK 99835 
907-747-0110 (visitor center)

907-747-5938 (fax)
www.nps.gov/sitk 

Southeast Alaska 
Indian Cultural Center

106 Metlakatla Street
Sitka, AK 99835
907-747-8061

Sitka Convention and 
Visitors Bureau
P.O. Box 1226

Sitka, AK 99835
907-747-5940
www.sitka.org 

Alaska Travel Industry 
Association

800-862-5275 
(consumer information)

800-327-9372 
(media information)

www.travelalaska.com

For general Alaska trip-planning 
information, please 

visit www.travelalaska.com.

The Southeast Alaska Indian Arts Cultural Center 
works to preserve existing totem poles while 

encouraging artists to work on new projects as well.

40



x

Sitka National Historical Park
Visitor Center

Russian Bishop’s House SITKA
NATIONAL

HISTORICAL
PARK

Cruise ship
dock

Public
parking

Princess Maksutov’s
grave

Alaska Native
Brotherhood Hall

Site of Russian stockade
and blockhouses

Sheldon
Jackson
Museum

Saint Michael’s Cathedral

Alaska Raptor Center

Southeast Alaska
Indian Cultural Center

Pioneer Home

Site of Tlingit village
and reconstructed blockhouse

Baranof Castle Hill
State Historic Site

Harrigan Centennial Hall
Isabel Miller Museum

Russian
Memorial

Kiks.ádi Fort site

Battle of Sitka site
1804

To Alaska State Ferry Terminal
and Old Sitka State Historic Site
(site of Redoubt Saint Michael)

7mi 11km

To airport

Saw
m

ill Creek
Road

Sawmill Creek Road

Lincoln Stre
et

O’Connell Bridge

Halibut Point Road

Lincoln
Street

Harb
or

D
ri

v
e

Lake
Street

DeGroff Street

M
arine

Street

Seward

M
o

n
astery

Street

Katilian
Street

Kogwanton
Street

Street

SHELDON JACKSON
COLLEGE

RUSSIAN
CEMETERY

TOTEM
SQUARE

SITKA NATIONAL CEMETERY

Merrill
Rock

Blarney
(Baranov)

Stone

JAPONSKI
ISLAND

S I T K A S O U N D

C R E S C E N T H A R B O R

Swan
Lake

I
N

D
I A

N
R

I V
E R

Totem pole
or group

RestroomsTrail

North

0

0

0.2 Mile0.1

0.2 Kilometer0.1

41



FACILITIES: 

Denali Visitor Center
Located at mile 1.2 

of the Denali Park Road

Open May 15 – 27, 
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

May 28 – September 15, 
9 a.m. – 9 p.m. daily

Murie Science and 
Learning Center

Located in Denali Visitor Center

Open May 15 – 27, 
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

May 28 – September 15, 
9 a.m. – 9 p.m. 

September 15 – early May, 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. daily

Talkeetna Ranger Station
Located on B Street in 
downtown Talkeetna

Open year-round, 
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
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IF YOU GO

Denali National Park and Preserve
P.O. Box 9

Denali Park, AK 99755-0009 
907-683-2294 (headquarters)

907-733-2231 (Talkeetna Ranger Station)
907-683-9617 (fax)
www.nps.gov/dena 

Greater Healy/Denali 
Chamber of Commerce

P.O. Box 437
Healy, AK 99743
1-907-683-4636

www.denalichamber.com 

Talkeetna Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 334

Talkeetna, AK 99676
907-733-2330

www.talkeetnachamber.org

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com 

Off ering 
breathtaking 
views, Denali 

National Park and 
Preserve is a haven 

for wildlife.
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This painting of Mount McKinley, by Sydney Lawrence, is a focal point at the 
Anchorage Museum of History and Art.
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IF YOU GO

Denali National Park and Preserve
P.O. Box 9

Denali Park, AK 99755-0009 
907-683-2294 (headquarters)

907-733-2231 (Talkeetna Ranger Station)
907-683-9617 (fax)
www.nps.gov/dena 

Alaska State Parks
550 W 7th Ave, Suite 1380
Anchorage, AK 99501-3561

907-269-8700
907-269-8907 (fax)

www.alaskastateparks.org 

Mat-Su Convention and Visitors Bureau
HC 01 Box 6166 J21

Palmer, AK 99645
907-746-5000

907-746-2688 (fax)
www.alaskavisit.com 

South Denali Implementation 
Plan Web site

www.southdenaliplanning.com 

National Parks Conservation Association
750 West 2nd Ave., Suite 205 

Anchorage, AK 99501
907-277-6722

907-277-6723 (fax)
www.npca.org 

For general Alaska trip-planning information, 
please visit www.travelalaska.com.
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FACILITIES: 

Anaktuvuk Pass 
Ranger Station

Located in Anaktuvuk Pass 

Call for current hours.
907-661-3520 

Bettles Ranger Station / 
Visitor Center

Located in Bettles Field

Open year-round. 
Call for current hours.

907-692-5494  

Arctic Interagency 
Visitor Center

Located in Coldfoot

Open Memorial Day – Labor Day, 
10 a.m. – 10 p.m. daily. 

 Gates of the Arctic National Park is defi ned by the Brooks 
Range, the United States’ farthest north mountain range.
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IF YOU GO

Bettles Ranger Station 
P.O. Box 26030

Bettles, AK 99726 

907-692-5494 
(Bettles visitor information) 

907-457-5752
(Fairbanks headquarters) 

907-661-3520 
(Anaktuvuk Pass visitor information)

907-678-5209 
(Coldfoot visitor information) 

907-692-5400 
(fax)

www.nps.gov/gaar 

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

800-327-9372 (media information)

www.travelalaska.com

Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve is primarily 
accessible by air taxi from Fairbanks.

An Alaska Native dressed in a traditional parka. 

A picture-perfect rainbow in Gates of the 
Arctic National Park and Preserve
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FACILITIES: 

Brooks Camp Visitor Center
Located on Naknek Lake, near the 

mouth of Brooks River

Open June 1 – September 17 

King Salmon Visitor Center
Located next to the King Salmon 

airport terminal 

Open year-round, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Th ree Forks Visitor 
Contact Station

Located 23 miles from Brooks 
Camp on the park’s only road

 
Open June 1 – September 17

Visitors to Katmai National 
Park have the opportunity 
to view bears in their 
natural habitat.
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IF YOU GO

Katmai National Park and Preserve 
P.O. Box 7 

King Salmon, AK 99613 
907-246-3305 (visitor information)

907-246-2116 (fax)
www.nps.gov/katm 

Kodiak Island Convention 
and Visitors Bureau

100 Marine Way, Suite 200 
Kodiak, Alaska 99615 

907-486-4782 
www.kodiak.org/cvb 

Anchorage Convention 
and Visitors Bureau

524 W. Fourth Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501-2212

907-276-4118
www.anchorage.net

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com
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The Aniakchak Caldera was formed after a series of volcanic eruptions in 1931.
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 The Great Kobuk Sand Dunes.
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IF YOU GO

Western Arctic National Parklands
PO Box 1029

Kotzebue, AK 99752 
907-442-3890 (headquarters)

907-442-3760 (visitor information)
907-442-8316 (fax)
www.nps.gov/nwak 

Bering Land Bridge National 
Preserve – Nome Visitor Center

P.O. Box 220
Nome, AK 99762

 907-443-2522 

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 (consumer information)

800-327-9372 (media information)
www.travelalaska.com

Nome Convention and 
Visitors Bureau

P.O. Box 240 H-P
Nome, AK 99762

907-443-6624
www.nomealaska.org/vc/ 
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FACILITIES: 

Eagle Field Offi  ce 
Visitor Center

Located in Eagle

Open mid-May – mid-September, 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. daily, 

mid-September to mid-May, 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Monday – Friday
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IF YOU GO

Yukon-Charley Rivers 
National Preserve

P.O. Box 167
Eagle, AK 99738 

907-547-2233 
(visitor information)

907-457-5752
(Fairbanks headquarters)

907-547-2247 (fax)
www.nps.gov/yuch 

Alaska Travel Industry Association
800-862-5275 

(consumer information)

800-327-9372 
(media information)

www.travelalaska.com
Fish hang to dry in 
the midnight sun.

56



By Mike Doogan

Photos By Patrick Endres
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Stanton Patty stands beside the dredge

that his family operated on Coal Creek in the

1930s and ’40s. Patty opted to become a writer

rather than a miner because, “I couldn’t do

math and I couldn’t do chemistry and physics.”

Homecoming
After a lifetime of writing about Alaska,

Stanton Patty returns to the Yukon

ALASKA DECEMBER/ JANUARY 2005 A L A S K AMAGAZ I N E . C OM
33

57



34 ALASKA DECEMBER/ JANUARY 2005 A L A S K AMAGAZ I N E . C OM

“Those cliffs. Those cliffs, they haven’t changed, that’s the

one thing that’s permanent,” Patty said. “I discovered this

area as a kid. I don’t think anybody else ever looked at it but

me. This was my spot in the world right here. I’d sit here by

the hour. It was gorgeous.” The bone-dry lichen crackled

under his feet as he shifted his weight. “You can imagine an

impressionable kid, wondering where the hell his life was

going, and then you find the most beautiful spot in your life-

time, you never forget it.”

We were standing on the ridge that divides Coal and

Woodchopper creeks in the Yukon-Charley Rivers National

Preserve. From 1935, when he turned 9, until 1944, when the

war called him, Patty spent his summers at the Coal Creek

mining camp of Gold Placers Inc., managed by his father,

Ernest. He came back to this spot just once after that, on a

trip to show his new bride, Mabs, the country. 

“That was 1947,” he said. “Do you know how long ago

that was? Jumping Jehosephat!”

Few men can pull off saying “Jumping Jehosephat” in the

21st century. Patty is one of them. He is a short, thick fellow,

bald as an egg, with a ready grin and a twinkle in his eye. He

looks like nothing so much as a baby who has grown big

without growing old. But he’s no softie. To reach this spot, he

endured a 6.5-mile four-wheeler ride on a narrow, bumpy

mining road that nature is doing its best to reclaim. Then he

stumped uphill through the brush leaning on a walking stick.

He smashed a knee few years ago, and it can’t handle the

weight anymore.
The old newspaper reporter is also what used to be called

good company—funny and friendly with a knack for being

the life of the party. His memory for detail is prodigious. He

knows thousands of stories, and he can tell any one of them

at the drop of a hat. Patty likes traveling, good food and

Scotch whisky, but he loves Mabs, writing and his boyhood

at Coal Creek.
His father, Ernest, came to Alaska in 1922 to teach geology

and mineralogy at the territory’s brand-new college in

Fairbanks. Ernest’s wife, Kathryn, and son, Ernest Jr., came with

him. Stanton was added to the family four years later. As he told

it in his book, “North Country Challenge,” Ernest drove his

wife to the hospital in Fairbanks at 3 a.m. on a July morning:

From the hospital window I looked across the Chena

River to the sleeping town and saw Dr. Sutherland drive up

to the Model Cafe and go in for a cup of coffee.

At that moment the nurse said, “Get the doctor here right

At long last, Stanton Patty stood on the spot.
He looked down the steep, tree-covered slope and across the Yukon River to high,

sculpted mud cliffs painted purple by the late afternoon summer sun. But what the

77-year-old Patty really saw was his childhood.

Among the mysterious

characters Patty knew

during his childhood,

Frank Slaven owned

Slaven’s Roadhouse,

which still stands beside

the Yukon River near

Coal Creek. Patty spent

the summers of his child-

hood along Coal Creek

while his father managed

a dredging operation

[facing page] for Gold

Placers Inc. 
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away. The baby’s coming.”

I raced to the phone, called the

restaurant and was back at the window

in time to see the doctor leap into his

car. He did not make it. The baby

arrived before he did and thus, precipi-

tously, in 1926, Stanton Patty came

into the world.

Young Stanton grew up in

Fairbanks, a town of about 1,500 then,

with a love of music and the written

word. Unlike his father, older brother

and younger brother, Dale, he did not

develop a taste for mining.

“Not as a career, hell no.” he said. “I

couldn’t do math and I couldn’t do

chemistry and physics. Dad often won-

dered if they picked up the wrong baby

at the hospital.”
Instead, inspired by

the books of adventurer

Richard Halliburton, he

decided he would become

a writer and traveler.

Decided it, in fact, in this

very spot. As he tells it in

his new book about

Alaska, “Fearless Men

and Fabulous Women,” a

14-year-old Stanton

climbs to this vantage point, sets his

.30-06 against a tree, and asks himself,

“What am I going to do with the rest of

my life”:

Maybe Halliburton embellished his

reports now and then. Nevertheless, his

colorful yarns set me to dreaming about

world wonders.
Maybe I could climb aboard magic

carpets, too.
That’s it. I’ll be a writer.

I’ll turn out for high school football

in the fall. And I’ll keep tooting my

trumpet in the school band and pretend

that I can play like Harry James. I’ll

study more geography and history. And

then I’ll become a writer. Yes, that’s

what I’ll do.

And that’s what he did, after first serv-

ing in the Army, marrying Mabs after a

three-week courtship and earning a

degree in journalism at the University of

Washington. He spent five years learning

the newspaper trade at the Longview,

Wash., Daily News, then moved on to

the Seattle Times.
During 34 years at the

Times, Patty wrote about

many things, but always

about Alaska. For many

years, he was the only

Outside reporter writing

regularly about the state,

and he covered every-

thing from the battle for

statehood to being ice-

bound in the Arctic on a

supply run to Prudhoe Bay. For more

than three decades, a lot of what

America knew about Alaska came from

Patty’s writing.
Among his other accomplishments,

Patty was the first American reporter to

follow developments in the manage-

ment of the North Pacific fisheries, a

An excerpt from

Fearless Men and Fabulous Women

Unstoppable
Women

Eva McGown

FAIRBANKS—”Come in, Dearie! Come in!”

It was wartime in Alaska. Eva McGown was

on duty.
The World War II years crowded my home-

town with thousands of soldiers, airmen, and

construction workers. Housing was so tight

that the military command took over the city’s

two largest hotels and several buildings on the

neighboring University of Alaska campus.

Government officials tried to discourage GI

wives from following their menfolk to the North

Country. Many came anyway—and found an

angel named Eva McGown.

Eva, a widow with a meager income, had a

part-time job as Fairbanks’s official hostess.

Her office was a

cluttered desk just

off the lobby of

the Nordale Hotel

on Second
Avenue. There she

presided like a

queen, wearing a

wide-brimmed

fruit-salad hat, a

fuzzy pink stole,

teardrop earrings,

and several loops

of imitation pearls. On anyone else the ensem-

ble might have been ridiculous. On Eva, it was

positively regal.

“Come in, Dearie,” she would call to all

who ventured into her corner of the lobby.

Often the visitors were military wives, newly

arrived in Fairbanks, with babies in arms and

other tykes tugging at their skirts. They were

tired and discouraged. They had no place to

stay. Somewhere along their disheartening

searches for lodging, sympathetic

Fairbanksans had suggested that the women

“go see Eva McGown at the Nordale.”

“God love you,” Eva greeted one tearful

military wife. “Everything will be all right, ye

poor darlin’.”
Eva jotted down an address, handed it to

the young mother, and sent her on her way.

When the woman was out of hearing range,

Eva placed a telephone call and calmly

announced to a surprised homeowner: “I’m

sending the loveliest lass to spend the
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job he did so well that then-Gov. Wally
Hickel made Patty the state’s first direc-
tor of international fisheries, requiring
him to take a brief leave of absence
from the Times.

While covering Alaska, Patty
amassed a collection of Alaskana that
he said runs to “40 file cases, 30,000
slides, and 2,000 books.” The collec-
tion takes up a room and a half of the
home he and Mabs moved to in
Vancouver, Wash., after his retirement
from the Times in 1988.

“I really thought I was going to
quit,” he said. “But three weeks later, I
couldn’t stand it.”

Patty had moved from news to trav-
el writing at the Times, and he quickly
embarked on a career as a freelance
travel writer that is now in its second
decade. On this trip, he was reporting a
story on birding, along with promoting
his book and revisiting his childhood at
Coal Creek.

One thing he does have in common
with all of his mining kin is an eye for
real gold, at least storytelling gold.
“Fearless Men and Fabulous Women,”
published in April by Epicenter Press, is
full of the stuff, in the form of stories
about everything from the last gather-
ing of famous old Bush pilots like Noel
Wien, Bob Reeve and Mudhole Smith,
to hunting whales with the Inupiat of
Point Hope. Interspersed with these
tales are bits and pieces of Patty’s own
life in the north.

By the time Ernest Patty, backed by
a Canadian businessman named A.D.
McRae, bought up the claims in the
mid-1930s, men had been mining for
gold on Coal Creek and neighboring

Woodchopper Creek for more than 30
years. Some of them were still living in
the area when young Stanton showed
up. So he met Frank Slaven, who
owned a roadhouse where Coal Creek
met the Yukon, a man who talked to
ravens. And Phil Berail, widely
acclaimed as the toughest man in the
north. And Martin Adamik, a
Hungarian immigrant who taught

himself English by reading
Shakespeare. They, and the others like
them, were solitary men who kept
their pasts to themselves.

“My dad said, ‘Don’t ever ask per-
sonal questions. If they want to tell you,
they will,’” Patty said. “I thought every
one of them was a murderer.”

Most of the north’s gold-mining
areas developed in the same way.
Individual miners like Slaven and

Adamik would highgrade an area, tak-
ing out the gold that could be gotten at
by hand. Then someone with capital
moved in, bought up the claims, hired
crews, brought in dredges and applied
the mechanical arts of the 19th century
to the task of extracting gold.

Gold Placers Inc. started working
Coal Creek in 1936 with one dredge
while a sister company, Alluvial Golds36 ALASKA DECEMBER/ JANUARY 2005 A L A S K AMAGAZ I N E . C OM

night at your house.”
Then, before the startled citizen could

decline, Eva hung up the telephone.
“There,” she said with a smile as bright as

the midnight sun. “There’s always a way.”
It was said that Eva carried an inventory in

her head of all the spare bedrooms in
Fairbanks. She also arranged for beds to be
set up in church basements and auditoriums—
sometimes even at the city jail.

One day a young woman arrived from
England to wed an Air Force sergeant sta-
tioned at Ladd Field, on the outskirts of
Fairbanks. Eva arranged the ceremony, filled
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church with her own
friends—and paid for the couple’s hotel room
for the wedding night.

Then there was the time that a young man
entered the hotel with a giant husky in tow. He
approached Eva shyly.

“Come in,” Eva called. “There’s plenty of
room. My, he’s just a puppy. Now what can I
do for you?”

The caller needed lodging for himself—and
the husky.

“We’ll find something, Dearie,” Eva said.
During a visit to Juneau, Alaska’s capital

city, Eva was introduced to a stranger.
“Oh, I know who you are—you’re the lady

who puts everyone to bed in Fairbanks!” the
man exclaimed.

Few who met Eva McGown during those
hectic times knew that the cheerful, pixie-like
woman with the golden heart had experienced
aching loneliness here.

In 1914, at the age of thirty-one, Eva
Montgomery departed her native Belfast,
Ireland, for the love of Arthur McGown, a part
owner of the Model Cafe in Fairbanks. Yes,
truth be known, Eva was a mail-order bride.
She crossed the stormy Atlantic in what she
described as “a filthy boat,” then traveled by
train to Seattle. There she boarded a steamer
bound for Valdez, then spent more than a
month on the trail in winter to reach
Fairbanks. She traveled by horse-drawn sleigh
and dogsled in bitter cold, staying nights in
roadhouses that were little more than shacks.

“There were rough and tough men on the
trail,” Eva recalled. “But never a cursing word did
they say in my hearing. They gave me hot bricks
for my feet and wrapped furs around me.”

Eva Montgomery and Arthur Louis McGown
were married the night that Eva arrived in
Fairbanks, February 26, 1914.

Fairbanks back then was a raw mining
town—wooden sidewalks, muddy streets, rickety
store buildings, riverboats, saloons, and brothels.

“You can imagine an impressionable kid, wondering where the
hell his life was going, and then you find the most beautiful

spot in your lifetime, you never forget it.”
—Stanton Patty

Inc., began mining Woodchopper with
its twin the following year. The proce-
dure was not gentle. Workers stripped
off the ground cover, then thawed the
frozen ground down to bedrock using
steam or cold water or, later, just letting
the sun do the work. The dredge
chewed through the ground, separating
the gold and leaving behind a trail of
rocks called tailings. Yukon-Charley
historian Doug Beckstead titled his
book about mining on the two creeks
“The World Turned Upside Down”
because that’s just what a dredge did:
left what it clawed up from the bottom
lying on the top.

Stanton was the first of the Pattys to
leave Coal Creek, going off to the Army
after high school graduation in 1944.
The next was his older brother, Ernest
Jr., who came back from the war to die
in an airplane crash while ferrying
workers back from Woodchopper
Creek in the fall of 1947. His father and
mother departed in 1953, when his
father accepted the presidency of the
University of Alaska. His younger
brother, Dale, stayed on until 1960,
when Alluvial Golds shut down opera-
tions on Woodchopper Creek. Gold

Placers had quit working Coal Creek
three years earlier.

According to Beckstead, the Coal
Creek properties were sold to several
different operators who attempted to
work them at a profit. None could.
After the Yukon-Charley preserve was
established by the 1980 Alaska
National Interest Lands Conservation
Act—known as ANILCA—the proper-
ties were sold to the National Parks
Conservation Association. The associa-
tion donated the claims to the National
Park Service and they were incorporat-
ed into Yukon-Charley. The donation
came in October 1986 and included the
gold dredge, the mining camp, Slaven’s
Roadhouse and 69 mining claims—
about 2,000 acres.

Many Alaskans saw—still see, for
that matter—ANILCA as a giant lock-
up of land by the federal government,
and opposed the addition of any more
land. Not Stanton Patty, who wrote a
column in the Times supporting the
acquisition of Coal Creek.

“I got criticized for supporting
Yukon-Charley by certain people in
Fairbanks. But I wanted the area pre-
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“At first, I asked myself, ‘What am I doing
here?’“ Eva recalled. “Then I was taken by the
beauty of Alaska, with its tall sentinel trees,
pure white snow, and a glorious sky like a sea
of glass on fire. I love Alaska with every bit of
me—and I always will.”

Arthur McGown died in 1930, the victim of
a bone tumor. Eva was left a bewildered
widow with almost no money.

“That’s when I learned about loneliness,”
she said. “It’s a heavier load than any woman
should have to carry. In our little log cabin I
heard no sound but the clock ticking and my
own footsteps.

“Then came a day when I knew I must get
busy. I went to the wee church, and I knelt
down and said, ‘Lord, I am ready.’”

Eva left the cabin and moved into the
Nordale Hotel—Room 207—for the rest of her
life. She supported herself by selling maga-
zines and taking odd jobs until the topsy-turvy
years of World War II, when Fairbanks put Eva
on the payroll as the city’s helpful hostess.

In 1953, Alaska’s territorial governor, B.
Frank Heintzleman, issued a proclamation
naming Eva McGown Alaska’s honorary host-
ess. It happened as Eva was being honored
during a broadcast of the television program
“This Is Your Life.”

A few years later, Eva became the first
woman ever to win the Fairbanks Chamber of
Commerce distinguished-service award. She
stood on tiptoes to see over the lectern and
told a cheering audience: “I never thought I
would qualify for this. Now the only thing left
is Heaven.”

I’ve known Eva McGown all of my life—literally.
Other than my mother’s voice, Eva’s Irish

trill probably was the first sound I heard the
morning I was born. Mom said Eva brushed
past the nurses at St. Joseph’s Hospital and
rushed to her bedside moments after I was
placed in my mother’s arms.

“God love you, Kay,” Eva fairly shouted.
“And who do we have here?”

Later in my young life, while I was learning
to play trumpet in the school band, Eva draft-
ed me for a duet in church. She would play
the organ, and I was to follow along with the
trumpet. The chosen hymn was “Onward,
Christian Soldiers.” I muffed a few notes, but
Eva said we were a success. However, I don’t
remember anyone, not even my parents,
requesting an encore.

Who says you can’t go home again? I did,
many times, while covering Alaska news for the
Seattle Times. And the old Nordale Hotel was
my base. Arne Lee, the longtime desk clerk,

Continued on page 80 Continued on page 80

The Charley River flows
through a valley in the Yukon-
Charley Rivers National
Preserve. Patty endured criticism
for supporting the creation of
the preserve because he wanted
the area’s natural beauty and
mining history protected. “This
is a chunk of history that won’t
come again,” he said.
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knew I was traveling on a skimpy expense

account and always provided a bargain rate.

He also told Eva when I’d be in town.

One July evening in 1970 I flew into

Fairbanks from Prudhoe Bay, where I had

been touring the fast-developing arctic oil

field. I checked into my room at the Nordale,

reviewed the Prudhoe Bay notes, and turned

in early.
Next morning I found a message that Eva

had slipped under my door:

Dear,
It’s almost midnight—no light in your room.

You were probably asleep. Open your door

first thing in the morning. I am leaving a plate

of cookies for you. I can’t find the wee scotch

that I know you like. Good night.

Love, Eva

Goodness. Eva even knew my brand of

scotch. There were no secrets in small-town

Fairbanks.
Eva’s Room 207 was a gathering place for

friends. There she would serve tea in fine-china

cups, along with cookies—and sometimes a

glass of sherry or Irish Mist. The tiny hotel room

was strewn with keepsakes and clothing: Eva’s

spectacular hats, scarves, gloves, costume jew-

elry, fancy pillows, books, letters, postcards,

newspaper clippings, and faded photographs.

And there was a little hot plate that Eva used

to cook her morning porridge.

Even Eva’s bed was covered with garments

and mementos. There seemed to be no place

for her to sleep. We figured that maybe she

just pushed things aside at night and slipped

under a blanket.
The clutter may have cost Eva her life. On

the night of February 22, 1972, the Nordale

Hotel caught fire. Eva McGown, age eighty-

eight, was trapped in her room and died in the

flames that destroyed the hotel. Investigators

said she probably couldn’t find her door key in

time to escape.
In the rubble, they discovered the hotel

safe. It contained a small box belonging to

Eva. Inside were a clump of soil and several

pieces of dried Irish moss—wee bits of Ireland

that Eva kept with her all those years in

Fairbanks. �

—FEARLESS MEN AND FABULOUS WOMEN ($17.95

plus $6 shipping), can be ordered directly

from the publisher at www.epicenterpress.com

or by calling (800) 950-6663.
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served. This is a chunk of history that

won’t come again,” he said. “There’s

been a lot of criticism of the lack of

environmental concern by those

dredges. But it wasn’t because they

wanted to hurt the country, it’s just that

nobody brought it up. So I wanted that

piece of history maintained in context,

and the Park Service did that.”

Patty’s trip to Coal Creek was some-

thing of a whirlwind, just more than 24

hours from start to finish. A mid-morn-

ing flight out of Fairbanks in a Park

Service Cessna 185 took him,

Beckstead and me up the Middle Fork

of the Chena River, then over the

Yukon-Tanana Uplands to Coal Creek.

The flight took just more than an hour

with a little sightseeing thrown in.

“Here’s our mountains right ahead

of us,” said the pilot, Jay Martin, his

voice crackling in the headphones. “If

I’m not mistaken, that’s Mount Ernest

Patty, that dome off to the right. And

that’s Mount Kathryn on the left, the

sharper one.”
Once on the ground, we took a

short trip by four-wheeler to the min-

ing camp, where we dumped our gear

in the little bunkhouses, then went to

the mess hall. Over a lunch of sand-

wiches and chips, Patty kept us in

stitches with stories about camp life:

about shooting caribou, building a raft

and floating the meat down the ditch

that brought water to the mining oper-

ation; about Frank Estrada, the cook

who liked to watch mice struggle in a

barrel of flour and water he kept out

back of the mess hall; about driving a

little D2 Cat at the age of 12; and

about Bozo the cat.
“We had the meanest cat in the

world,” Patty said, laughing. “I had

this cat, Bozo, he’d got beat up by dogs.

We found him under the old North Star

Bakery building (in Fairbanks). He had

one eye hanging out. Everyone said we

should have him put down, but I said

no and my mother backed me. We used

an eyedropper and milk and we

patched him up.
“He’d get up in the trees and jump

on dogs as they passed by. He’d claw

them until they yelped, then he’d jump

off and run away. He was the meanest

damn thing. It finally got to the point

HOMECOMING: Continued from page 37

WOMEN: Continued from page 37

“It wasn’t because they wanted to hurt the country,

it’s just that nobody brought it up.”
—Stanton Patty

Historian Doug Beckstead stands at the controls of the dredge that Patty’s father

managed. Beckstead wrote a book about mining in the area and titled it “The World

Turned Upside Down” because that’s just what a dredge did: left what it clawed up from

the bottom lying on the top.
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where Dad said, ‘Bozo’s going to live in

Coal Creek.’ And he did. We packed

him into a bush plane and he flew out

here with us. He died out here. Dad

said some dogs finally got him.”

“I heard (Les Gingrich) described as

the ugliest man in the world,”

Beckstead, the historian, said. “He was

the one who ended up with Bozo the

cat. He and Bozo got along really well.”

“The ugly man and the one-eyed

cat,” Patty said. “Was it his dogs who

got the cat?”
“No, no, he just had the cat, he did-

n’t have any dogs,” Beckstead said.

“Well, whose dogs got him?” Patty

asked.
“The wolves,” Beckstead said. “The

wolves out here got him.”
“My dad told me it was dogs,” Patty

said. “Maybe he was trying to spare me.”

It turned out many things were dif-

ferent from Patty’s childhood memo-

ries. The camp had been moved,

twice. The D2 had disappeared, prob-

ably rusty and overgrown with wil-

lows somewhere. And the dredge sat

silent in a stagnant pond, miles down-

stream from where he’d left it, sur-

rounded by so many mosquitoes that

if you’d swung a quart bucket by the

handle, you’d have caught two quarts

of bugs.
But after lunch, Patty found the cliffs

right where he remembered them. He

stood on his vantage point on the ridge,

which rises from the Yukon to become,

eventually, the mountain named for his

mother, Mount Kathryn.
“God, that’s gorgeous,” he said,

looking at the light play across the

cliffs. “Now you know what Robert

Service was writing about, ‘The stillness

that fills you with peace.’ ”
He turned and began picking his

way back to the road, planting his

walking stick with each step that

crunched over the dry lichen, no longer

a boy of 14 with a life of travel and

writing ahead of him. He stopped,

braced himself with a hand on a tree,

and turned, as if to burn this last look

into his memory.
“Yeah, it’s beautiful,” he said softly.

“They say you can’t go home again, but

I did.”

Mike Doogan is an Anchorage free-

lance writer, a lifelong Alaskan and for-

mer metro columnist for the

Anchorage Daily News.
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